Sudden death in HIV-infected drug users. Presumptive overdose in an HIV-positive narcotic addict.
We report the case of an HIV-positive drug user who was found dead in a room in which were discovered tablets of dihydrocodeine and amitriptyline. There had been past episodes of drug overdose which was suspected of being the cause of death on this occasion. However toxicology analysis did not support this diagnosis and necropsy revealed a severe desquamative interstitial pneumonitis and HIV encephalitis. The need to investigate thoroughly the cause of sudden death in all HIV-positive drug users is emphasised.